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(Brook\iag, ™ A] 


619 Boylston Street 
Brookline,Mass. 
November 19,1931. 


BourNnE HisroricAL SOCIETY 


BOURNE, MASSACHUSETTS 


Mr.Howland Wood, Curator 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 156th. Street 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Mr.Wood:- 


Mr.Shepard Pond and Dr.Malcom Storer, of the 
Boston Numismatic Society, have very kindly suggested 
that I write to ask if you would be willing to identify, 
if Possible, the little silver coin, which I am enclosing 
herewith, which Mr.N.B.Hartford, Vice President of the 
Bourne Historical Society and I recently dug up at the 
site of the old Pilgrim-Dutch Trading Post at Bourne. 


While making further excavations on the 
water side of our replica which has been reconstructed 
on the original foundations of this ancient landmark, 
we uncovered this small coin. Its location was about 
10" under the present grade, close beside the path 
which formerly led from the door to the river landing. 
It is the only coin we have discovered, although throughout 
our work we have used great care and sifted every shovelful 
of earth. 


Dr.Storer and Mr.Pond both think that 
perhaps it may be an East Indian piece, but are not sure. 
We have authentic evidence that vessels of the Dutch 
West India Company frequently came to trade at this Post 
during the Dutch occupancy of Manhattan. They could have 
received it from the Kast India Company in Holland, whence 
it eventually could have found its way here. 


In case you are not familiar with our 
reproduction of the Post I am also enclosing a few views 
of it and a small descriptive folder. Also one of our 
Souvenir Pine Tree Shillings which we issued last year 


in our campaign for funds - which please accept with our 
compliments. 


Any information as to the name of the issuing 
country, denomination and date of the little coin which you 
can give us will be very much appreciated. Kindly return 
it to me at your earliest convenience by Registered Mail, fa 

which I enclose an envelope and the necessary postage. 


aes truly 
ey truly, 7 / by Eee 


President. 


November 23, 1932. 


Mr. Pe. He. Lombard 
619 Boylston Street 
Brookline, Mass. 


=~ 


Dear Sir: 


Saturday. I have studied the little silver coin 


and Iam frankly puzzled concerning it. It is in ie 
Arabic writing and I can read most of ithbut the 


inscription conveys nothing to me in the way of | 
identifying the piece; in fact, I have never seen 
a coin just like this. In some ways, it looks 
like a coin of one of the Sultans in Atjih in 
Sumatra but I know these only in gold. By the. 
style of the writing the coin could have been — 
mde anywhere in the 17th, 18th or possibly the 
eerly part of the 19th centrmy. None of this 
helps you very niuch. ‘The curious part to me is, 
although I am familiar with Mohammedan coins,this 
is the first one like this I have seen. Many 
thanks for the souvenir pine tree shilling. I 
beg to remain 


Very truly yours, ~ 


WW: IG | Curator 
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